MORITZ S. GRAEFRATH

Last updated: June 8, 2026

University of Oklahoma
College of International Studies
729 Elm Ave

Norman, OK 73019

ACADEMIC APPOINTMENTS

Email: graefrath@ou.edu
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University of Oklahoma
David L. Boren College of International Studies

Wick Cary Assistant Professor of International Security

William & Mary
Global Research Institute
Postdoctoral Fellow in Security and Foreign Policy

European University Institute

Department of Political and Social Sciences
Max Weber Postdoctoral Fellow

Harvard Kennedy School & MIT
Belfer Center for Science and International Affairs & MIT Security Studies Program
Grand Strategy, Security, and Statecraft Fellow

EDUCATION

2025 — present

2024 - 2025

2023 - 2024

2022 - 2023

University of Notre Dame
Ph.D., Political Science
M.A., Political Science

University of Bayreuth

B.A., Philosophy & Economics

PUBLICATIONS

2023
2019

2016

Peer-Reviewed Journal Articles

5.

4.

“The False Peril of Great Power Retrenchment: Types of Strategic Withdrawals and Their
Consequences,” European Journal of International Security, Vol. 10, No. 3 (August 2025),

pp. 331-349. [Link]

“Concepts in Context: Ontological Coherence in Political Science Research” (with Marcel Jahn),
Philosophy of the Social Sciences, Vol. 55, No. 1 (January 2025), pp. 24-60. [Link]
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mailto:graefrath@ou.edu
http://moritz-graefrath.com
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-0823-674X 
https://doi.org/10.1017/eis.2024.43
https://doi.org/10.1177/00483931241254514

3. “Power Vacuums in International Politics: A Conceptual Framework,” Cambridge Review of
International Affairs, Vol. 38, No. 1 (January 2025), pp. 90-107. [Link]

2. “Political Spaces Beyond the Nation State: The Global Commons in International Security
Studies” (with Marcel Jahn), Global Studies Quarterly, Vol 4, No. 4 (October 2024), ksae087.
[Link]

1. “Conceptualizing Interstate Cooperation” (with Marcel Jahn), International Theory, Vol. 15,
No. 1 (March 2023), pp. 24-52. [Link]

Policy Papers

1. “Stop Bargaining with Europe, Start Leaving” (with Benjamin H. Friedman), Defense Priorities,

May 27, 2026. [Link]

Analysis & Commentary

9.

“Breaking Europe’s Transatlantic Habit: The End of the Senior Partner Myth” (with Gesine
Weber), War on the Rocks, February 24, 2026. [Link]

“Germany’s New Military Service Model Is Less Than Reassuring,” World Politics Review,
November 24, 2025. [Link]

“America’s Allies Should Go Nuclear: Selective Proliferation Will Strengthen the Global Order,
Not End It” (with Mark A. Raymond), Foreign Affairs, November 19, 2025. [Link]

— Interview: “Security Expert Demands: ‘Germany Needs Its Own Atomic Bomb™ (in German),
Badische Neueste Nachrichten and various other regional German newspapers, February 3,
2026. [Link]

— Interview: “Should Japan Possess Nuclear Weapons?,” Japan Forward, January 6, 2026.
[Link]

— Interview: “The ‘Nuclearization of U.S. Allies’ Argument: What Is the Opinion of the U.S.
Expert Who Proposed It in a Specialist Magazine?” (in Japanese), The Letter by Yoshi Makino,
January 3, 2026. [Link]

— Interview: ”Scholar Advocates Selective Nuclear Proliferation for US Allies” (in Korean),
Chosun Ilbo, November 29, 2025. [Link]

— Featured in RealClearDefense (November 20, 2025, [Link]), The Chosun Daily (November
21, 2025, [Link]), Jacobin (November 23, 2025, [Link]), Russia Matters (November 24,
2025, [Link]), Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists (November 26, 2025) [Link]), The Sankei
Shimbon, (December 5, 2025, [Link]), Japan Forward (December 10, 2025, [Link]),

Asia Today (December 15, 2025, [Link]), Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung (January 3, [Link]),
Stiddeutsche Zeitung (January 11, 2026 [Link]), The Globe and Mail (February 6, 2026
[Link]), and many other newspapers and magazines worldwide

“Trump Needs to Get Real(ist),” The Critic, November 19, 2025. [Link]
“The End of Transatlanticism,” The Critic, July 24, 2025. [Link]

“Eisenhower’s Vision of European Security,” Engelsberg Ideas, May 20, 2025. [Link]
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https://doi.org/10.1080/09557571.2023.2272272
https://doi.org/10.1093/isagsq/ksae087
https://doi.org/10.1017/S1752971921000208
https://www.defensepriorities.org/explainers/stop-bargaining-with-europe-start-leaving/
https://warontherocks.com/2026/02/breaking-europes-transatlantic-habit-the-end-of-the-senior-partner-myth/
https://www.worldpoliticsreview.com/germany-conscription-military-service/
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/canada/americas-allies-should-go-nuclear
https://bnn.de/nachrichten/politik/sicherheitsexperte-fordert-deutschland-braucht-eine-eigene-atombombe
https://japan-forward.com/should-japan-possess-nuclear-weapons/
https://makino-asahi.theletter.jp/posts/48401150-e084-11f0-81e7-bbf7a62f7c21
https://www.chosun.com/international/us/2025/11/29/ESLSZCNJ2ZBUZJSRDCFBUDZP2I/
https://www.realcleardefense.com/2025/11/20/americas_allies_should_go_nuclear_1148543.html
https://www.chosun.com/english/national-en/2025/11/21/F5LVMX6VVNBURKIVWGDQRZ2ICE/
https://jacobin.com/2025/11/nuclear-proliferation-american-foreign-policy
https://jacobin.com/2025/11/nuclear-proliferation-american-foreign-policy
https://thebulletin.org/2025/11/no-germany-is-not-getting-the-bomb-why-should-it/
https://www.sankei.com/article/20251205-A7DQ7QKJJBNKXECQL6J7EGUNOQ/?949784
https://japan-forward.com/a-chronicle-of-american-attitudes-toward-japans-nuclear-armament/
https://www.upi.com/Top_News/World-News/2025/12/15/korea-japan-nuclear/6231765778526/
https://www.faz.net/aktuell/politik/inland/atomwaffen-fuer-deutschland-brauchen-wir-sie-wirklich-accg-110812729.html
https://www.sueddeutsche.de/politik/atombombe-usa-verteidigung-deutschland-bundeswehr-groenland-li.3365668
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/canada/article-mother-do-you-think-well-get-the-bomb/
https://thecritic.co.uk/trump-needs-to-get-realist/
https://thecritic.co.uk/the-end-of-transatlanticism/
https://engelsbergideas.com/notebook/eisenhowers-vision-of-european-security/

3. “For Europe, U.S. Retrenchment Is Not a Threat, But an Opportunity,” Internationale Politik
Quarterly, May 13, 2025. [Link]

2. “The German Election and the Future of U.S.-European Relations,” Lawfare, February 27,
2025. [Link]

1. “U.S. Troop Withdrawals from Europe Won’t Benefit Its Rivals,” War on the Rocks, September
30, 2024. [Link]

— Interview: “U.S. Troop Withdrawals from Europe Won’t Benefit Its Rivals,” The Insider with
Erin O’Brien, October 10, 2024, War on the Rocks Podcast. [Link]

Book Reviews

2. “Review of David A. Lake, Indirect Rule: The Making of US International Hierarchy,” International
Studies Review, Vol. 27, No. 4 (2025), viaf030. [Link]

1. “Review of William D. James, British Grand Strategy in the Age of American Hegemony,”
Cambridge Review of International Affairs, Vol. 37, No. 6 (2024), pp. 913-915. [Link]

BOOK PROJECTS

Power Vacuums in Great Power Politics: The End of Hegemony and Its Aftermath
— Winner, 2024 John McCain Dissertation Award, Munich Security Conference
— Honorable Mention, 2025 Nuno P. Monteiro Best Dissertation Award, APSA IR Theory Section

The Selective Spread of Nuclear Weapons: Proliferation and Global Order after Unipolarity (with Mark
A. Raymond)

WORKS IN PROGRESS

Articles with Revise & Resubmit Decisions

“Were the Appeasers Irrational Thinkers? Revisiting the ‘Guilty Men’ of Interwar Britain”
— at the Journal of Interdisciplinary History

“Collective Intentionality in International Relations” (with Marcel Jahn)
— at International Theory

Articles under Review

“The Normative Legitimacy of International Institutions and its Sociological Foundations” (with
Marcel Jahn)

“A Dialogue Long Overdue: How Security Studies and 10 Theory Can Learn From Each Other” (with
Stephanie Hofmann)

Articles in Preparation

“The Causes of Great-Power War” (with Sebastian Rosato)
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https://ip-quarterly.com/en/europe-us-retrenchment-not-threat-opportunity
https://www.lawfaremedia.org/article/the-german-election-and-the-future-of-u.s.-european-relations
https://warontherocks.com/2024/09/u-s-troop-withdrawals-from-europe-wont-benefit-its-rivals/
https://warontherocks.com/episode/the-insider/32557/u-s-troop-withdrawals-from-europe-wont-benefit-its-rivals/
https://doi.org/10.1093/isr/viaf030
https://doi.org/10.1080/09557571.2024.2420462
https://securityconference.org/en/mccain-award/
https://apsanet.org/membership/organized-sections/organized-section-awards/past-awards/section-53/

FELLOWSHIPS, GRANTS, AND AFFILIATIONS

Fellowships

GRI Postdoctoral Fellowship, William & Mary ($58,000) 2024 - 2025
Nonresidential Fellowship, Institute for Global Affairs at Eurasia Group ($4,000) 2025
Max Weber Postdoctoral Fellowship, EUI ($25,000) 2023 - 2024
Predoctoral Fellowship, Harvard Kennedy School and MIT ($55,000) 2022 - 2023

Presidential Fellowship in the Social Sciences, University of Notre Dame ($29,000) 2017 - 2022

Nanovic Graduate Fellowship, Nanovic Institute for European Studies ($2,000) 2019 - 2021
Grants

Conference Presentation Grant, Notre Dame International Security Center 2023
Annual Meeting Travel Grant, American Political Science Association 2023
Conference Presentation Grant, Notre Dame International Security Center 2021
Conference Presentation Grant, Notre Dame Graduate Student Government 2021
Early Career Network Access Fund, Political Studies Association 2020
Event Grant, Notre Dame Graduate Student Union 2019
Downes Memorial Fund Professional Development Grant, University of Notre Dame 2019
Conference Presentation Grant, Notre Dame International Security Center 2019
International Visitor Grant, Political Studies Association 2019
Research Grant, Liu Institute for Asia and Asian Studies, University of Notre Dame 2019
Hayek Fund for Scholars Grant, Institute for Humane Studies, George Mason University 2018
Conference Presentation Grant, Notre Dame International Security Center 2018
Annual Meeting Travel Grant, American Political Science Association 2018
Conference Presentation Grant, Notre Dame Graduate Student Government 2018
PROMOS Study Abroad Scholarship, German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD) 2015
Affiliations

Nonresident Fellow, Defense Priorities 2026 — present
Affiliate Scholar, Nanovic Institute for European Studies 2023 — present
Nonresident Fellow, Institute for Global Affairs at Eurasia Group 2025
Graduate Student Fellow, Notre Dame International Security Center 2019 - 2023
Graduate Student Fellow, Nanovic Institute for European Studies 2019 - 2021
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PRESENTATIONS

Academic Conferences

22.

21.

20.

19.

18.

17.

16.

15.

14.

13.

12.

11.

10.

“Selective Nuclear Proliferation: Why More Is Sometimes Better,” American Political 2026
Science Association Annual Meeting, Boston, MA

“IR Theory Café: Nuno Monteiro IR Theory Dissertation Prize Winners,” American 2026
Political Science Association Annual Meeting, Boston, MA

“The Normative Legitimacy of International Institutions and Its Sociological 2026
Foundations,” International Studies Association Annual Conference, Columbus, OH

“The Normative Legitimacy of International Institutions and Its Sociological 2025
Foundations,” American Political Science Association Annual Meeting, Vancouver, Canada

“Rethinking International Order and Great Power Decline,” Security and Foreign Policy 2025
Initiative Conference, William & Mary, Williamsburg, VA (virtual)

“Does Retrenchment Cause Power Vacuums? Conceptual Ambiguities, Strategic 2024
Consequences,” American Political Science Association Annual Meeting, Philadelphia, PA

“Does Retrenchment Cause Power Vacuums? Conceptual Ambiguities, Strategic 2024
Consequences,” Max Weber Conference, European University Institute, Florence, Italy

“Does Retrenchment Cause Power Vacuums? Conceptual Ambiguities, Strategic 2024
Consequences,” SOSH International Security Seminar, United States Military Academy,
West Point, NY (virtual)

“Why Retrenchment Rarely Inspires Military Interventions: Lessons from the Cold War,” 2023
Societa Italiana di Scienza Politica Annual Conference, Genoa, Italy

“The Global Consequences of Retrenchment: Power Vacuums in Great Power Politics,” 2023
American Political Science Association Annual Meeting, Los Angeles, CA

“Political Spaces Beyond the Nation State: The ‘Global Commons’ in Security Studies,” 2023
American Political Science Association Annual Meeting, Los Angeles, CA

“The Consequences of Retrenchment and Collapse: Great Power Responses to Power 2023
Vacuums,” New-Wave Realism Conference, Mershon Center, The Ohio State University
(virtual)

“Forgot About Clausewitz? The Politics of U.S. Strategy towards Germany in WWII, 2021
1943-45,” ISSS-IS Annual Conference, Bloomington, IN

“Power Vacuum Politics and the Origins of the Cold War in Europe,” American Political 2021
Science Association Annual Meeting (virtual)

“Power Vacuum Politics and the Origins of the Cold War in Europe,” Transatlantic Studies 2021
Association Annual Conference (virtual)

“A Tale of Two Pressures: Islamic Law States and the Timing of Litigation,” International 2021
Studies Association Annual Conference (virtual)

“How Rare Are Rational Thinkers in International Politics?” (cancelled due to COVID-19), 2020
Political Studies Association Annual International Conference, Edinburgh, UK
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5. “Power Vacuums in International Politics,” ISSS-IS Annual Conference, Denver, CO 2019

4. “Uncertainty in Anarchy and Hierarchy,” Political Studies Association Annual 2019
International Conference, Nottingham, UK

3. “Uncertainty in Anarchy and Hierarchy,” Midwest Political Science Association Annual 2019
Meeting, Chicago, IL

2. “Uncertain Men: British Assessments of Nazi Germany’s Intentions,” ISSS-IS Annual 2018
Conference, West Lafayette, IN

1. “Uncertain Men: British Assessments of Nazi Germany’s Intentions,” American Political 2018
Science Association Annual Meeting, Boston, MA

Other Talks

13. “America at War: A Panel Discussion About Current International Affairs,” College of 2026
International Studies, University of Oklahoma

12. “America’s Allies Should Go Nuclear,” International Security Student Association, 2026
University of Oklahoma

11. “The United States in Venezuela: What Happened and What Comes Next?” Center 2026
for the Americas, University of Oklahoma

10. “The Normative Legitimacy of International Institutions and Its Sociological 2025
Foundations,” Workshop in Political Philosophy, Stockholm University, Sweden (virtual)

9. ‘“Assessment of the National Defense Landscape,” 2025 Symposium of the Oklahoma 2025
Aerospace and Defense Innovation Institute (OADII), Oklahoma City, OK

8. “Do Nations Abhor a Vacuum? Power Vacuum Politics and the End of British Hegemony 2024
in the Middle East,” Washington & Lee University, Lexington, VA

7. “The False Peril of Great Power Retrenchment: Strategic Withdrawals and Their 2024
Consequences,” Grand Strategy Workshop, University of Birmingham, Birmingham, UK
(virtual)

6. “Power Vacuums in Great Power Politics: The Consequences of Retrenchment and 2023
Collapse,” Belfer Center, Harvard Kennedy School, Cambridge, MA

5. “When Empires Fall: Explaining U.S. Strategy towards the Japanese Power Vacuum after 2022
WWIIL,” Holy Cross College, Notre Dame, IN

4. “Power Vacuum Politics and the Origins of the Cold War in Europe,” Nanovic Institute for 2021
European Studies, University of Notre Dame, Notre Dame, IN

3. “Theorizing the International Politics of Power Vacuums,” International Relations Theory 2020
Colloquium (virtual)

2.  “Power Vacuums in International Politics,” Summer Graduate Research Workshop, 2019
Institute for Humane Studies, Bryn Mawr, PA

1. “The Devil You Don’t Know: Uncertainty, Balancing Intensity, and Deterrence Failure,” 2018

University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, Urbana, IL
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PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

Specialized Training

Foreign Policy Impact Summer Institute 2025
Colorado State University

Summer Workshop on the Analysis of Military Operations and Strategy (SWAMOS) 2021
Saltzman Institute of War and Peace Studies, Columbia University

The Institute for Qualitative and Multi-Method Research (IQMR) 2021
Center for Qualitative and Multi-Method Inquiry, Syracuse University

Winter School in Methods and Techniques 2020
European Consortium for Political Research (ECPR)

Other Workshops

College and University Educators Workshop 2026
Council on Foreign Relations (CFR), New York, NY

Summer Graduate Research Workshop 2019
Institute for Humane Studies, Bryn Mawr, PA

Berlin Seminar in Transnational European Studies 2019
University of Notre Dame and University of Georgia, Berlin, Germany

TEACHING EXPERIENCE

Graduate Courses

U.S. Foreign Relations S26
Undergraduate Courses

American Grand Strategy F26
Great Power Politics S25, S26
Global Security F25, F26
The Causes of War F25
Directed Reading Courses

The Future of Warfare F26

Undergraduate Research Assistant Training

Kylie Davis (University of Oklahoma 27, Ralph Bunche Summer Institute Scholar, 2026)
Michael Wintory (University of Oklahoma 27

Madison Cleavinger (William & Mary ‘25)

Olivia Ostrowski (William & Mary 25)
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TEACHING AWARDS AND CERTIFICATIONS

Max Weber Teaching Certificate 2024
Max Weber Programme, European University Institute

Excellence in Teaching Award 2020
Department of Political Science, University of Notre Dame

Striving for Excellence in College and University Teaching Certificate 2019
Kaneb Center for Teaching and Learning, University of Notre Dame

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

International Relations Expert and Academic Advisor for the Game “World Order” 2023 - 2025
Hegemonic Project Games (start-up board game publishing company)

DEPARTMENTAL AND PROFESSIONAL SERVICE

Journal Reviewer
Chinese Journal of International Politics
International Security
International Theory
Journal of Global Security Studies
Security Studies

Book Reviewer
De Gruyter

Grant Reviewer
Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada (SSHRC)

Member, Graduate Studies Committee 2025 — present
College of International Studies, University of Oklahoma

Jury Member, Graduate College Research Showcase 2026
Graduate College, University of Oklahoma

Prize Jury Member, Student Research Competition 2025
Global Research Institute, William & Mary

Co-Organizer, Power Vacuums and Power Competition Conference 2024 - 2025
Security and Foreign Policy Initiative, William & Mary

Co-Founder, Europe in the World Project 2021 - 2022
Nanovic Institute for European Studies, University of Notre Dame

Graduate Discussant, Emerging Scholars Conference 2021 - 2022
Notre Dame International Security Center, University of Notre Dame

Elected President of the Political Science Graduate Organization 2020 - 2021
University of Notre Dame
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https://www.kickstarter.com/projects/hegemony/world-order

Co-Founder and -Organizer, Annual European Studies Student Conference 2019 - 2020
Nanovic Institute for European Studies, University of Notre Dame

Founder and Organizer, International Relations Workshop 2019 - 2020
University of Notre Dame

Elected International Relations Field Representative 2019 - 2020
Political Science Graduate Organization, University of Notre Dame

Graduate Student Representative, Graduate Program Committee 2020
Department of Political Science, University of Notre Dame

ADDITIONAL QUALIFICATIONS

Languages German (native), English (fluent), Italian (beginner)

Software R, KIX, MS Office, WordPress

PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS

American Political Science Association (APSA)
European International Studies Association (EISA)
International Studies Association (ISA)

Societa Italiana di Scienza Politica (SISP)

REFERENCES

Sebastian Rosato

Professor of Political Science
University of Notre Dame
+1 (574) 631-0378
srosato@nd.edu

Stephanie C. Hofmann

Professor and Joint Chair in International Relations
European University Institute

+39 55 4685 985

stephanie.hofmann@eui.eu

Michael J. Tierney

Hylton Professor of Government and International Relations
William & Mary

+1 (757) 221-1468

mjtier@wm.edu
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